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confusion of the Chief President and the friends of the Due du
Maine, by the contrast between the treatment of the two
brothers.
After the Advocate-General had spoken, the Keeper of the
Seals mounted to the Bang, with the opinions of the Princes of
the Blood; then came to the Due de Sully and me. Fortu-
nately I had more memory than he had, or wished to have;
therefore it was exactly my affair. I presented to him my hat
with a bunch of feathers in the front, in an express manner
very marked, saying to him loudly enough: " No, Monsieur,
we cannot be judges; we are parties to the cause, and we have
only to thank the King for the justice he renders us/'
He smiled and made an excuse, jl pushed him away before
the Due de Sully had time to open his mouth; and looking
round I saw with pleasure that my refusal had been marked
by everybody. The Keeper of the Seals retired as he came,
and without taking the opinions of the peers, or of the bishop-
peers, went to the marshals of France; thence descended to the
Chief President and to the presidents a mortier, and so to the
rest of the lower seats ; after which, having been to the King
and returned to his place, he pronounced the decree of registra-
tion, and thus put the finishing touch to my joy.
Immediately after M. le Due rose, and having made his
reverences to the King forgot to sit down and cover himself to
speak, according to the uninterrupted right and usage of the
peers of France; therefore not one of us rose. He made,
then, slowly and uncovered, the speech which has been printed
at the end of the preceding ones, and read it not very intelli-
gibly because his organ was not favourable. As soon as he had
finished, M. le Due d'Orl^ans rose, and committed the same
fault. He said, also standing and uncovered, that the request
of M. le Due appeared to him just; and after some praises
added, that M. le Due du Maine was now reduced to the rank
given to him by his peerage, M. le Mar&hal de Villeroy, his
senior, could no- longer remain under him, which was a new
and very strong reason in addition to those M. le Due had
alleged. This request had carried to the highest point the

